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Oil and Gas Leasing Stipulations

T hese m aps show  som e  aspects of the curre nt BLM  m anage m e nt plan.
Oil and Gas Leasing Stipulations
Leasing areas and associated stipulations w e re  deve lope d based on conce rn for various resources
such as w ildlife , cultural, sce nic and recre ation values, am ong othe rs.
Closed – No le asing allow e d.
NSO – No Surface Occupancy – Ope n to le asing w ith use and/or occupancy of the surface
pre cluded. Ex ploration and production of m ine rals m ust be from  off site.
Spe cial – Special stipulations apply to protect w ildlife  seasonal habitat, cultural re sources and sce nic
values am ong othe rs.
Visual Resource Manage m e nt (VRM) Classes
A rating of sce nic quality based on the visual appe al of an area as assessed from  trave l zone s or
obse rvation points. Ratings are categorize d as Class I, II, III or IV w ith Class I be ing the m ost
protective of sce nic quality.
Class I -T he obje ctive of this class is to pre se rve the e x isting characte r of the landscape. T his class
provides for natural ecological changes; how e ve r, it does not pre clude ve ry lim ited m anage m e nt
activity. T he le ve l of change to the characte ristic landscape should be ve ry low  and m ust not attract
atte ntion.
Class II -T he obje ctive of this class is to re tain the e x isting characte r of the landscape. T he le ve l of
change to the characte ristic landscape should be low . Manage m e nt activitie s m ay be se e n but should
not attract the atte ntion of the casual obse rve r. Any changes m ust re peat the basic e le m e nts of form ,
line , color, and te xture  found in the pre dom inant natural fe atures of the characte ristic landscape.
Wilde rne ss Study Area, Natural Area and Area of Critical Environm e ntal Conce rn
Wilde rne ss Study Area – A roadle ss area w ith w ilde rne ss characte ristics: 1) appe ars to have be e n
prim arily affe cted by forces of nature w ith hum an im prints substantially unnoticeable , 2) outstanding
opportunitie s for solitude or prim itive re cre ation, 3) usually at le ast 5000 acres in size and 4) m ay
have ecological, ge ological or othe r fe atures of scie ntific, educational, sce nic or historic value.
T hese are as are m anaged to protect curre nt w ilde rne ss characte ristics until Congre ss acts to
designate as w ilde rne ss, m odify a designation boundary or e x clude from  furthe r conside ration as
w ilde rness. In e ffe ct, these are as are m anaged sim ilarly to w ilde rne ss until Congre ss acts.
Natural Area – Non-WSA lands w ith w ilde rne ss characte ristics that are curre ntly m anaged to
pre se rve those characte ristics.
ACEC - An area w he re  spe cial m anage m e nt atte ntion is ne e de d to protect and pre ve nt irre parable
dam age to im portant historic, cultural, or sce nic values, fish and w ildlife  re sources, or othe r natural
syste m s or processes.


